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Abstract

This study examines the inherent duality in poverty policy, analyzing the discrepancy between the goals
established by policies and the actual outcomes of their execution. The study employs an analytical
methodology to examine diverse poverty programs implemented in various countries, emphasizing their
accomplishments and shortcomings. The paper begins by providing an overview of the historical
development of poverty policy and elucidating how economic and social perspectives have influenced
strategies for poverty management. The study subsequently explores the implementation of these rules,
encompassing the frequently encountered issues and obstacles. Emphasis is placed on examining case
studies that demonstrate effective poverty reduction measures and cases when expectations were not
fulfilled. Using data and case studies, the paper examines the crucial aspects that impact the efficacy of
poverty initiatives, including the political framework, economic resources, and community
participation. In addition, the topic encompasses the influence of technology and innovation on
developing more flexible and receptive poverty policies. Ultimately, the study thoroughly examines the
interplay between theory and practice in poverty policy. This indicates that a more all-encompassing
and inclusive strategy may be required to tackle poverty concerns effectively. Hence, the article's
objective is to offer valuable perspectives for policymakers, practitioners, and academics concerned
with addressing poverty in a constantly evolving global environment.
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1. Introduction

Poverty is a highly urgent and pervasive problem in the contemporary world, impacting billions of
people worldwide. Although there are different interpretations of poverty, its essence extends beyond a
simple absence of financial means. Poverty also includes a lack of access to high-quality education,
sufficient healthcare, and the opportunity to engage in social and economic activities fully. Within this
framework, poverty strategies aim to tackle material impoverishment and dismantle systemic obstacles
that hinder individuals and communities from realizing their maximum capabilities (Faridav et al.,
2021). This paper examines the correlation between poverty policy beliefs and the resulting outcomes,
aiming to reconcile the disparity between theoretical predictions and frequently differing actualities
(Yusriadi, Anwar et al., 2020).

Across the globe, governments and international organizations have implemented diverse measures to
alleviate poverty. These policies encompass various efforts, including education and health programs,
direct aid programs, and infrastructure development. Nonetheless, the efficacy of these policies
frequently fluctuates according to the political, economic, and social circumstances in which they are
enacted (Ahmda et al., 2020). This article analyzes the differences, identifying trends and extracting
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valuable insights from the examples. This analysis is crucial for comprehending the reasons behind the
success or failure of policies in accomplishing their objectives.

As part of this inquiry, we will analyze the underlying theories of poverty policy. This encompasses the
economic, social, and political perspectives that have influenced strategies for reducing poverty. We
will also examine the development of these theories and analyze how this development has either
paralleled or deviated from current practice (Yusriadi, bin Tahir et al., 2020b, 2020a). To understand
the complexity involved in establishing and executing good policies, it is essential to comprehend the
underlying theoretical framework.

Moreover, this article will examine the execution of poverty policies in different settings. By examining
case studies across many nations and circumstances, we may discern the elements that contribute to
policies' triumph or downfall (Yusriadi, n.d.). These factors encompass but are not restricted to,
community involvement, political steadiness, and economic assets. This analysis aims to provide
policymakers with valuable insights that can be utilized to develop more efficient and comprehensive
solutions (Yusriadi, 2019; Yusriadi et al., 2019).

This essay will examine the impact of technology and innovation on developing future poverty policy.
With the advent of the digital era, innovative technologies and business models have surfaced,
potentially transforming our approach to tackling poverty. The potential for innovation in poverty policy
is vast, ranging from using crowdfunding platforms for development initiatives to applying big data to
uncover community needs. We will examine the methods of incorporating these technologies into
current tactics and the potential obstacles that may arise during the implementation.

This essay aims to offer a thorough and detailed perspective on poverty policy by integrating theoretical
and empirical studies. We aim to offer valuable perspectives to individuals actively combating poverty,
including policymakers, practitioners, and, most significantly, the communities directly impacted by
policies.

2. Method

This study uses a qualitative methodology to comprehend the intricacy of poverty programs and their
effects. Qualitative approaches were selected based on their capacity to catch subtle details and provide
comprehensive contextual understanding, which is sometimes overlooked in quantitative analysis. This
methodology enables researchers to investigate the subjective viewpoints, encounters, and
interpretations ascribed to poverty policies by diverse stakeholders.

Research Design

This study employs a case study methodology, enabling a thorough analysis of multiple instances of
poverty programs applied across various countries. The selection of case studies is based on specific
criteria, including the distinctiveness of the policy, the geographical and socioeconomic environment,
and the accomplished achievements. Each case study will be examined to comprehend the policy
framework, execution procedure, and effect on the intended population.

Data Collection

Data for this study will be collected through various methods, including:

In-depth Interview

Interviews will be conducted with individuals involved in making policies, professionals who
implement those policies, and individuals who benefit from those policies. These interviews will
investigate their interpretations of the policy, the difficulties encountered during its execution, and the
influence it has had on their lives.
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Document Analysis

The research will also entail examining policy papers, research reports, and academic publications on
poverty policies. The objective is to comprehensively comprehend the theoretical and practical context
of the policies under examination.

Field Observation

Researchers will perform field observations at policy implementation sites whenever feasible to obtain
direct insight into the practices and interactions occurring.

Data Analysis

The gathered data will be examined through theme analysis. This procedure entails encoding the data
and discerning recurring themes or patterns that arise from the data. The examination will center on
comprehending diverse viewpoints regarding the policy, how it is executed, and its repercussions on
the intended demographic.

Validation of Findings

In order to guarantee the dependability and accuracy of the results, this study will employ data
triangulation, which entails the utilization of many data sources and methodologies to corroborate the
findings. Furthermore, the research findings will undergo scrutiny by specialists in the domain of
poverty policy to acquire input and guarantee a precise interpretation of the data.

Ethical Considerations

The study will adhere to rigorous ethical protocols, which entail getting informed consent from all
interview participants and safeguarding the confidentiality and anonymity of personal data. The
research findings will be evaluated for their potential societal impact, taking into account ethical
considerations.

3. Result

Beneficiaries' perceptions and experiences of poverty policies

The analysis of the interview findings demonstrates that poverty policies are crucial in assisting
disadvantaged individuals. The information regarding these programs is derived from various sources
within the community, including neighbors, puskesmas (community health centers), village offices, and
schools. These sources highlight the significance of social networks and local institutions in
disseminating policy awareness. The diversity in registration procedures, which can range from
uncomplicated to those necessitating more intricate authentication, indicates that eligibility for aid
programs can vary based on individual circumstances and the nature of the support. While specific
programs can be readily accessed, others may necessitate additional exertion.

1 found out about this poverty assistance program from my neighbor. The process was quite
simple; I had to fill out a form and submit some documents, such as proof of income. At
first, I was hesitant, but after getting the assistance the first time, it really helped ease my
family's financial burden. We were able to use the money for basic needs such as food and
children's school fees (interview informant, 2023).

This aid's efficacy is apparent in enhancing the beneficiaries' standard of living. The provision of aid,
which encompasses essential requirements like nourishment, healthcare, and schooling, not only
showcases the efficacy of the policy in delivering direct help but also underscores the significance of
tailoring the aid to suit the beneficiaries' unique needs. This support offers monetary and psychological
stability, which is essential for the sustenance and progress of recipients. Therefore, poverty policies
are effective not only in offering direct aid to alleviate material poverty but also in giving
comprehensive help for the welfare and societal cohesion of individuals and families.
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1 know about this program from my child's school. There was a scholarship program for
children from low-income families. I applied, and the process was quite quick. 1 felt very
relieved when my son got the scholarship because it meant he could continue his schooling
without me having to worry about tuition fees (interview informant, 2023)

This analysis highlights the significance of poverty programs that are both responsive and accessible,
capable of adjusting to the varied requirements of recipients. These support programs have a substantial
and beneficial effect on the lives of individuals by reducing financial burdens and offering opportunities
for advances in education, health, and basic daily necessities. The efficacy of these programs is highly
dependent on the efficiency of the information dissemination and enrollment procedures and the
capacity to customize aid based on the unique needs of people and families.

Policies aimed at alleviating poverty have a substantial and beneficial effect on the daily lives of those
who receive assistance. Informants highlighted the impact of the aid on nutrition and education,
explaining how it has alleviated everyday concerns about food and allowed their children to persist in
their schooling. This implies that the policy offers tangible support and contributes to establishing a
more favorable atmosphere for the growth and development of children. Additionally, some sources
have reported that enhanced healthcare services and government-subsidized medical costs have
alleviated families' financial and emotional strain, specifically in managing long-term health concerns.
This assistance is crucial for the physical well-being and the mental welfare of the family.

Since we became beneficiaries of this policy, there have been many positive changes in our
daily lives. The most noticeable is that we no longer worry about our daily meals. Before,
we often had to choose between buying food or paying the children's school fees. Now, with
the monthly assistance we receive, we can consistently provide nutritious meals for the
family. In addition, my children can continue to attend school without interruption. This is
very important to us, as education is the key to a better future. So, overall, this policy has
given us stability and a little peace of mind, which we rarely felt before (interview
informant, 2023).

This policy has completely changed the way we manage our family's health. In the past, we
often delayed going to the doctor or buying medicine due to limited money. However, after
we became part of the program, we gained access to better health services. We also get a
subsidy for medical expenses, which is very helpful. My son who has a chronic health
condition can now get regular treatment. This has greatly reduced our burden, not only
financially but also emotionally. I feel this program has given us the much-needed support
to lead a healthier and more productive life (interview informant, 2023).

Informants emphasized the efficacy of poverty measures in offering assistance beyond monetary aid.
These programs directly enhance the quality of life for recipients by enhancing access to adequate
nutrition, education, and health care. This demonstrates that meticulously crafted poverty policies can
have extensive effects in mitigating material destitution and fostering societal well-being and
advancement.

Poverty policies interact with social, economic, and political factors at the local and national levels
The results of interviews with informants revealed that:

In my analysis of current poverty policies, I see that there are some aspects that are
successful, but there are also areas that require significant improvement. Policies targeting
education and health have shown positive results, particularly in improving access and
quality of services for low-income people. However, I found that policies related to job
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creation and local economic development were less effective. Sometimes, there is a gap
between policy design and implementation on the ground, which is caused by various
factors such as limited resources and bureaucratic problems. In addition, there is a need
for a more integrated and holistic approach in addressing poverty, which does not only
focus on financial aspects but also on community empowerment and capacity building
(interview informant, 2023).

After conducting a series of research and analysis, I believe that current poverty policies
have made some progress in reducing the absolute poverty rate. Direct assistance
programs to the poor, such as food subsidies and cash transfers, have helped many families
meet their basic needs. However, I observe that the policies have been less effective in
addressing the structural causes of poverty, such as education gaps and limited access to
economic opportunities. In addition, policies often do not address important aspects such
as social inclusion and long-term economic empowerment for the poor. Therefore, while
these policies are effective in providing short-term relief, there needs to be a more
comprehensive and sustainable strategy to address the root causes of poverty (interview
informant, 2023).

Based on the perspectives of the two interviewees, it can be inferred that the existing poverty policies
exhibit some aspects of achievement, although they also encounter notable obstacles. The initial
informant, a public policy analyst, emphasized the policy's achievements in education and health while
expressing reservations about its efficacy in job generation and local economic advancement. This
implies that although the policy can fulfill fundamental requirements, it has challenges in effectively
tackling the root causes of poverty. Furthermore, there exists a disparity between the formulation of
policies and their execution in practical settings, frequently hindered by administrative obstacles and
constrained resources. Conversely, the second informant, a scholar specializing in socioeconomics,
highlighted that poverty programs have successfully diminished absolute poverty through direct aid but
have shown limited efficacy in tackling underlying structural issues such as educational disparities and
unequal access to economic opportunities. Both informants concurred that a more comprehensive and
enduring strategy is necessary, emphasizing not only immediate aid but also the empowerment of
communities and the development of long-term capabilities.

These interviews have demonstrated that existing poverty programs are effective in certain areas,
particularly in offering immediate aid for everyday necessities. Nevertheless, there remains ample
opportunity for enhancement, namely in tackling the underlying factors contributing to poverty and
guaranteeing the successful execution of programs at the grassroots level. To accomplish long-term
objectives in reducing poverty, it is necessary to implement a more extensive approach that integrates
the economic and social empowerment of communities with suitable policy measures.

4. Discussion

This comprehensive analysis uncovers a significant disparity between the anticipated outcomes of
poverty initiatives and the actual execution of these policies. Efforts to mitigate poverty through
effective policies are frequently hindered by practical barriers, including insufficient resources,
bureaucratic bureaucracy, and difficulties coordinating between different agencies (Yusriadi, bin Tahir,
et al., 2020b; Zacharias et al., 2021). The problem is apparent to the beneficiaries, policy observers, and
scholars, who highlight substantial disparities between policy aims and their actual effects. Although
some elements of policies may be practical, a significant number of them need to address poverty's
fundamental and complex character adequately (Nurman et al., 2022).

The findings of this study indicate that poverty policies significantly impact improving outcomes in the
education and health domains. Programs aimed at assisting, such as educational scholarships and free

Correspondent Author: Poverty Policy, E-mail: adhybachtiar29@gmail.com

111



Journal of Indonesian Scholars for Social Research Copyright 2023
2023, Vol. 3, No. 2, 107-114 E-ISSN: 2807-1468

health treatments, have significantly enhanced the availability and standard of services for economically
disadvantaged individuals. The primary advantages are evident in enhancing individuals' literacy and
health statuses, which are crucial in long-term endeavors to alleviate poverty (Addae-Korankye, 2019;
Rashid & Intartaglia, 2017; Thorbecke, 2013). Nevertheless, achieving success in these industries alone
can only effectively tackle poverty by implementing more holistic solutions in various other domains.
The research also reveals that existing poverty programs exhibit limited efficacy in generating
employment opportunities and fostering sustainable economic growth. Although direct assistance
programs like food subsidies and cash transfers have a beneficial effect in the near term, they are less
effective in tackling the underlying structural causes of poverty (Sameti et al., 2012; Tyer-Viola &
Cesario, 2010). This highlights the pressing requirement for policy approaches prioritizing capacity
development, community empowerment, and measures promoting sustainable economic growth within
low-income communities (Christie, 2002; Santika et al., 2019).

This study also emphasizes the impact of social, economic, and political aspects on the execution and
efficacy of poverty strategies. The influence of political dynamics is significant in shaping policy
priorities, allocating resources, and establishing urgency in resolving poverty concerns. Moreover, the
effectiveness of policies in bringing about tangible change is directly influenced by economic factors
such as labor market circumstances and access to capital (Dhanani & Islam, 2002; Guan, 2014; Sharma
et al., 2016). Beneficiaries frequently need help utilizing governmental programs due to social stigma
and cultural impediments. These findings suggest policymakers should embrace a comprehensive and
unified strategy when developing poverty policies. It is crucial to ensure that policies offer immediate
relief and foster long-term economic and social progress (Bradshaw, 2007; Sengupta, 2010).
Furthermore, there is a requirement for a more efficient and organized system of collaboration among
diverse governmental and non-governmental entities to guarantee a unified and all-encompassing
execution of policies. Furthermore, it is crucial to incorporate input from policy beneficiaries during the
policy design and evaluation phases to guarantee that programs are tailored to their specific
requirements and circumstances.

5. Conclusion

This study has uncovered some crucial facets and intricacies associated with the development and
execution of poverty policies. The findings of this study indicate that poverty programs, while their
admirable objectives, face substantial obstacles during their execution, leading to a disparity between
the anticipated outcomes and the actual experiences of individuals. Initially, poverty strategies have
demonstrated efficacy in specific domains, particularly in enhancing the availability of education and
healthcare facilities for individuals with little financial resources. These actions are beneficial measures
that contribute to long-term poverty alleviation. Nevertheless, this study has also discovered that the
policies need to show more efficacy in tackling the underlying causes of poverty, namely sustained
economic growth and the generation of employment opportunities. Furthermore, the correlation
between poverty policies and social, economic, and political aspects plays a pivotal role in determining
the efficacy of these policies. Political dynamics, economic situations, and societal norms and values
significantly influence the formulation, execution, and reception of policies. Furthermore, there is a
pressing necessity for a cohesive and enduring strategy in developing poverty policy. This encompasses
enhanced collaboration among agencies, empowering communities via skill development, and
prioritizing approaches that facilitate sustainable economic and social advancement for individuals with
limited financial resources. Ultimately, this study indicates the necessity of implementing more robust
feedback and assessment systems to guarantee that poverty programs are not only efficacious in
alleviating the manifestations of poverty but also capable of comprehensively tackling its underlying
root causes.
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